
Appendix:  3rd Grade 
 
 

Lesson Topic:  Round 2- and 3-digit numbers to the nearest ten 
  

Problem Set: 
 
  Round to the nearest ten. 
 

a) 39     b) 47     c) 72     d) 95 
 

• Simplest problem:  Round 39 to the nearest ten. 
• Most challenging problem:  Round 95 to the nearest 10. 
• Complexity growth:  Rounding 39 to the nearest ten is easy to 

conceptualize, because 39 is just one away from 40.  Forty-seven 
and 72 are further than one away from 50 and 70, respectively.  
Ninety-five is as close to 90 as it is to 100, so students will need to 
learn the rule:  When a number is equidistant from two endpoints, 
it always rounds up.  Rounding 95 to the nearest ten has an added 
layer of complexity because the answer crosses into 3-digit 
numbers. 

 
Prerequisite Skills & Concepts: 

  
• Place value within 100 
• Halfway points between consecutive tens, e.g. The halfway point of 60 and 

70 is 65. 
 

Fluency Script: 
 

  Halfway Points 
 

T:  (Write 20  ____  30.)  On your whiteboard, show me the halfway point  

of 20 and 30. 

S:  (Write 25.) 

Repeat process for the following possible sequence:  30/40, 70/80, 90/100,  

10/20, 110/120. 

 
Previous Lesson Topic:  Number Patterns 

 
  
 



Word Problem: 
 

Seamus has $487.  He earns $10 an hour.  How much money will he have 

after he works three more hours? 

 
Laddered Questions: 

 
 T:  (Write 39.)  Say the number. 

 S:  39. 

 T:  Say 39 in unit form. 

 S:  3 tens, 9 ones. 

 T:  Between what two tens is 39? 

 S:  30 and 40. 

T:  (Draws a vertical number line and writes 30 at the bottom and 40 at the  

top.)  What’s halfway between 30 and 40?) 

S:  35. 

 
Analogous Complexity Set: 

 
  Round to the nearest ten: 
 

a) 29     b) 58     c) 82     d) 96 
 
 Laddered Subset: 
 

Round to the nearest ten. 
 

1)  19 ≈ _____            2)  29 ≈ _____            3)  79 ≈ _____            4)  58 ≈ _____ 
 

5)  22 ≈ _____            6)  32 ≈ _____            7)  72 ≈ _____            8)  41 ≈ _____ 
 

9)  65 ≈ _____           10)  75 ≈ _____         11)  85 ≈ _____          12)  95 ≈ _____ 
 
 
 Homework: 
 

1) 36 rounded to the nearest ten is 40.  Draw a vertical number line with 
endpoints and a midpoint to show why this is true. 
 

2) 75 rounded to the nearest ten is 80.  Todd says that this means 75 is closer 
to 80 than 70.  Explain why Todd is wrong? 


